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despair. But for his courage and loyalty, as also circumspection,,
the history of India might have taken a different course.
Unity was the basic necessity upon which could rest the hope of
a final victory. To that end, Bairam first bent his energies. Shah
Abul Ma'ali was a thorn in his flesh. The Sayidzada was still chaf-
fing at his ouster from Punjab. He did not make an appearance at
the coronation ceremony. Neither did he send a message of sub-
mission and felicitations. Bairam considered him a danger to
Mughal oneness. With the concurrence of Akbar, he sent to the-
Shah a letter reminding him of his obligations and, at the same
time, inviting him to attend the coronation darbar* at which
all loyal chieftains were expected to make their obeisance to the
young Emperor. Abul Ma'ali at first expressed his inability to
come as, he said, he was in mourning at the death of Humayun,
but later offered to present himself on condition that a place of
honour was given to him at the assembly. Bairam agreed readily.
A seat to the immediate right of Akbar was reserved for him.
Abul Ma'ali was received by Bairam Khan and later  by the
Emperor himself with unusual show of courtesy.  Honours and
gifts were bestowed upon him to underline the irrelevance of the
past in the context of the tasks that lay ahead. The Shah's fears
were allayed, and he came to the banquet that evening unattended
by his bodyguard. Bairam's plans were laid well in advance with,
his characteristic care for detail. A select band of his officer
pounced upon the Shah as he was about to wash his hands before
the meal was served, chaimed him, and sent him as a prisoner to
Lahore. The arrest of Abul Ma'ali was a warning to all those
who might have been harbouring treacherous plans. Though Akbar
at this stage was only a passive spectator of the events taking,
place around him, he expressed in no uncertain terms his pleasure
over the incarceration of one whom he described in later years as
a "vain self-seeking careerist who did not know where his interest,
lay,"
Abul Ma'ali escaped from prison in Lahore and, following a
series of abortive adventures, he made his appearance in Kabul
in 1561 inabid to find favour with the strong-headed Mahchuchak
Begum. His affirmations of loyalty impressed the Begum who not
*The coronation 'darbar* was held on 17 February 1556, Le., three
after Akbar's ascension to the throne.